
 Strong desire to win approval 

from peers and adults.

 Emphasis on avoiding 

disapproval.

 Kids tend to cite a person’s

intentions, or motives as proof 

of right & wrong.

For example, cheating is wrong “because you’re always 
supposed to do the right thing”. -4th grade girl (age 9)



 Child becomes more concerned with society as a whole, 
and how the rules are made for a purpose. 

 ‘people want to keep society functioning’ (Crain 162)

 Can focus on the effect an action has on society. 

For example, keeping promises is important because 
“when you promise something, you follow through 
with it, and hold your end of the bargain”. 6th grade girl 
(age 12)



 The person is generally entering adolescence at this 
stage, and they are able to consider ‘the big picture’ or 
society as a whole. 

 They have respect for the laws not because they are told 
to, but because it is detrimental to society if they 
disobey.  

For example, stealing is worse than cheating because “you 
are doing something bad, the cops will chase you could 
hurt someone in the process” –8th grade boy (age 14) 



 The person considers how the characters 

in the dilemma can best achieve a just 

result.

 The person also examines the parameters of the 
situation to see if they are most likely to promote a 
good outcome. 

For example, when someone is given the Heinz 
dilemma, they might say that there should be laws 
forbidding price gauging in pharmacies. 





►Attempts to explain 
why we do what we do

►Gives credit to children 
as “moral 
philosophers”

►Maintains that people 
can grow and mature 
morally



►Criticisms
 Great deal of overlap
 Cognitive abilities influence moral development

►See other people’s point of view

 Reaching the post-conventional stage is more 
appropriate for individualistic societies

 Understanding vs. action
 Carol Gilligan - Gender bias (girls are taught 

empathy, while boys are taught justice)



 Argued Kohlberg’s theory was biased toward men.
 It was based upon interviews with white males.
 Men show a morality of justice
 Women reason based on a “morality of care”

 Stage 1 – care for one’s own survival
 Stage 2 – care for others
 Stage 3 – care for integrity (self and others)

 Gilligan believed the difference was based upon 
cultural conditioning.  Men’s focus was 
traditionally on the workplace, women’s on the 
family.  Will this change?









 Seeking refuge from the cold, a porcupine 
asked to share a cave for the winter with a 
family of moles. The moles agreed. But 
because the cave was small, they soon 
found they were being scratched each time 
the porcupine moved about. Finally, they 
asked the porcupine to leave. But the 
porcupine refused, saying,  “If you moles 
are not satisfied with the situation, I 
suggest that you leave.”

 How would you resolve this dilemma?



ADOLESCENT 
DEVELOPMENT



Social Development

Its all about forming an 
identity!!!



Erik Erikson
►Thought our personality 

was influenced by our 
experiences with others.

►8 Stages of Psychosocial 
Development, each stage 
centers on a social 
conflict.

► Positive resolutions to 
conflicts builds 
foundation for healthy 
development.



Trust vs. Mistrust
Age Important 

Event
Description

Birth - 18 
months 

Basic 
Strength:

Hope

Feeding Infants form a 
loving, trusting 
relationship with 
parents; they 
may also learn 
to mistrust 
parents and 
others. 



Autonomy vs. Shame and 
Doubt

Age Important 
Event

Description

18 months - 3 
Years

Basic 
Strength:

Will 

Toilet 
Training 

Child's energies are 
directed toward 
physical skills: 
walking, grasping, 
and toilet training. 
The child learns 
control along with 
a healthy dose of 
shame and doubt. 



Initiative vs. Guilt
Age Important 

Event
Description

3 - 6 
Years

Basic 
Strength:

Purpose 

Independence Child 
becomes 
more 
assertive, 
takes more 
initiative, 
becomes 
more forceful. 



Industriousness vs. Inferiority
Age Important 

Event
Description

6 - 12 Years 

Basic 
Strength:

Competence

School The child must 
deal with 
demands to 
learn new skills 
while risking a 
sense of 
inferiority and 
failure 



Primary influence on resolution

Stages 1-4
- Largely determined by others (Parents, teachers, peers)

Stages 5-8
- Individual has more control over environment
- Individual responsibility for crisis resolution in each stage.



Identity

►One’s sense of self.

►The idea that an 
adolescent’s job is 
to find oneself by 
testing various 
roles.



Personal Development

►Identity development
 Erikson’s theory of identity crisis

 Be unique vs. fitting in

 Social identity tends to form around one’s 
distinctiveness.

 Include everything about themselves and 
express it in a socially acceptable way

 Children live in the present / adolescents 
think about the future



Identity vs. Role 
Confusion

Age Important 
Event

Description

13-21 years

Adolescence

Basic 
Strength:

Fidelity

Peers Teens must 
achieve self-
identity while 
deciphering 
their roles in 
occupation, 
politics, and 
religion. 





Intimacy vs. Isolation

Age Important 
Event

Description

21-39 
years

(Young 
Adult) 

Basic 
Strength:

Love

Relationships The young adult 
must develop 
marriage-
seeking 
relationships 
while combating 
feelings of 
isolation. 



Generativity vs. Stagnation
Age Important 

Event
Description

40-65 
years

(Middle 
Adult)

Basic 
Strength:

Care 

Parenting Assuming the 
role of parents 
signifies the 
need to continue 
the generations 
while avoiding 
the inevitable 
feeling of failure. 



Integrity vs. Despair

Age Important 
Event

Description

65+ years

(Late 
Adult)

Basic 
Strength:

Wisdom

Life 
Reflection 

Acceptance of 
one's lifetime 
accomplishmen
ts and sense of 
fulfillment. 



Personal Development
►Contributions of Erikson

 Personality develops throughout life

 Identity crisis in adolescence

 Realizes impact of social, cultural, personal, 
situational forces in forming personality.

►Criticisms of Erikson
 Identity crisis may only apply to those affluent enough to 

explore identities

 Point out that he studied mostly troubled / disturbed 
adolescents.

►Adolescents chosen at random appear to be progressing 
smoothly through adolescence and do not experience a 
crisis.


